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three days could they induce him to taste food, nor
did he sleep.
At last he roused himself, partfy in response to the
instances of the Cardinal of Segovia, partly spurred
by the desire to avenge the death of his child, and he
ordered Rome to be ransacked for the assassins; but,
although the search was pursued for two months, it
proved utterly fruitless.
That is the oft-told story of the death of the Duke
of Gandia. Those are all the facts concerning it that
are known or that ever will be known. The rest is
speculation, and this speculation has been prone to
follow the trend of malice rather than of evidence.
Suspicion fell at first upon Giovanni Sforza, who
was supposed to have avenged himself thus upon
the Pope for the treatment he had received. There
certainly existed that reasonable motive to actuate
him, but not a particle of evidence against him. Next
rumour had it that Cardinal Ascanio Sforza's was the
hand that had done this work, and with this rumour
Rome was busy for months. It was known that he
had quarrelled violently with Gandia, who had been
grossly insulted by a chamberlain of Ascanio's, and
who had wiped out the insult by having the man
seized and hanged.
Sanuto quotes a letter from Rome on July 2ist,
which states that" it is certain that Ascanio murdered
the Duke of Gandia." Cardinal Ascanio's numerous
enemies took care to keep the accusation alive at the
Vatican, and Ascanio, in fear for his life, left Rome
and fled to Grottaferrata. When summoned to Rome,
he refused to come save under safe-conduct. His fears^